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EARS BEFORE A WARY WORLD CAME TO KNOW THE X-MEN 
| AN INTERNATIONAL BAND OF EXOTIC ADVENTURERS, THERE 


gE A HANDFUL OF TROUBLED TEENAGERS, AND ONE MAN 


A DREAM... 


ANI’ ON >. 
ALIEN STRUCTURE 
LOOMS ON THE 
PEEP OCEAN 
FLOOR. 


NEITHER 
YOU NOR I ARE 
TRULY HUMAN, 
NAMOR, 


NEITHER OF US 
WILL EVER BE 
TRUSTEP BY THE 
WORLP ABOVE, 
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COMBINED WITH BBE 


MINE! WHO 
COULD HOPE TO 
STANP AGAINST 

us? 


ff 


1S.,, THERE 


lS 


OUR FAST 
ENCOUNTERS 
HAVE GIVEN ME 

LITTLE REASON 
TO TRUST YOu, | 
MAGNETO. 


1... PRAY NOT, 
TERI, BUT I AM 
STILL UNABLE TO 
MAKE 


ANP NOW... 
NOW THERE [S,,, 
SOMETHING 
ASE 


I SENSE AT THE 
VERY HEART OF 
THIS THE MINP 


OF MY 
GREATEST FOE. 


PERHAPS THE — 
sas ee Ah FOE 


ALL 
HUMANITY. THE NEXT FEW 
PAYS MAY 
NUMBER AMONG 
THE LARKEST 
THE WORLD HAS 
EVER SEEN! 


NOW You souND! wz SENSE A "3 hor “ 


LIKE OBI-WAV GREAT 
KENOBI! DISTURBANCE IN 
THE FORCE,,.” 


LWISH THIS WAS 
SOMETHINGAS 
FRVOLOUS AS 
THAT, TERI. 


iC 


mi 


L.. 
HEAR YOU, 
JEAN. wees 

THE HECK 
ARE WE? 


PON’T REACT, 
SLOTT--BUT E 
Se ass bp 
CLOSE TOPRILL FAW 

CONSCIOUSNESS, YOU GAN 

RECEIVE MY 
TELEFATH™. 


BEING 
CARRIED BY A 
SMALL HORDE OF 


: IM GETTING 
Mt ARE CORRECT. 


age AN? WHERE : : 4 é pe 
4 THERE ARE oN & . os 
=~ TERRANEANS... 


VAN 
IS NOT LIKELY 
TO BE FAR 
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(i ee 
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LE SA 
US FROM oe 
KILLED T 


LIES! = YouR MOST ANP SOON LOOK YOu 
BRUTISH YOU ALL CANNOT 
CONPANION LIES SHALL L ON, HOPE TO_ THOUGH 


saa = Mr 
ACTIONS: 


o> ESCAPEME, IAM 
4 X-MEN! NEARLY 
! hs BLINP.., 


THAT 
. MY LONG ANTICIA TES Sour 
YEARS IN THIS ST 
SUBTERRANEAN MOVEMENT EVEN 
REALM HAVE SO OLEORE you 
agg ea MY 


MAKE IT / 


BUT WHAT 
cee ee 


'O 
YOU HAVE... 


+L CAN SENSE 
THE MINUTE 
YO ve Mae ee 
Li 
BEFORE you 
STRIKE! 


BUT My 
POWERS DON’T 
REQUIRE ME 
TO MOVE 

MOLE, © 


HELPLESS 
AGAINST YOuR 
MENTAL 
POWERS. 


IT’S LIKE 
PAG 


THROUGH MY 
BRAIN! 


THERE THIS IS MY 
IS NO “BuT,” A eee 
CYCL. ie AME 
ore PLAYED BY My 
RULES / 


COULDN'T 
HELP NOTICE 
RUNNING 


2. THE 
MOLE MAN 
' TURNS 
IMMEDIATELY 
TO ANOTHER! 


ay 


WHEN ONE 
COURSE OF 


on 


HE’S 
SUMMONED 
ONE OF HiS 

UNDERGROUND 
MONSTERS /! 


BUT THERE 
MIGHT BE 
SOMETHING I 
CAN DO! 


TRY NOT TO 
HURT IT, ICEMAN! 
IT'S JUST LIKE A 
BIG DOG, POING 

WHAT 


THATISNOT ¥ 
THE ONLY 
CREATURE AT 
MY 


WILL YOu 
SHOW THE SAME 
SWEET 


CONSIDERATION 
TO THESE 
OTHERS? 


. INSTEAD 
OF FINDING 
ANP HELPING 


wel CAN'T 
FREE LORNA 
; DANE ANP HAVOK 
TOLD you Peel 
, TION 
ANGEL... CYLINPERS 
WITHOUT KILLING 
THEM. 


YET YOU WERE . ° ~ pA Al 
ABLE TO SET ME : . ; 4 oa Wena” 
bee aes , : 7 Va LEAVE HIS 
THAT MOTB ALL aS 3 GROUP... TO 
BOSS OF YOURS | a’ ze * 

PUT ME IN THE 
PEEP FREEZE. 


BECAUSE I 
RIGGEP YOUR 
CYLINDER 
BEFORE YOu 
WENT IN, 


ANP TOBIAS 
MESSENGER 
IS NOT 
MY BOSS!’ 
ANGEL. 


HE'S A MAN 
WITH A 
H  MSSION--AND 
THAT MISSION 
HAS BLINPEP HIM 


TO THE NEEDS 
OF OTHERS, 


IAM 
THE FIRST TO 
WANT OUT 
BECAUSE HIS 


ees 
N 4 Aye 
FOR NOW. AaB COOP A 


PILOT AS 
CYKE OR THE 
EAST... 


UHH-HHHK, .. 


IT 1S EVER MY O 
MEST ARPENT 
APMONITION 
THAT CLICHE 
SHOULP BE 
AVOIPEDP AT ANY 
COST, BUT... 


APPARENTLY... 
I AM SORRY TL 
ASKEP! 


fi f ay } 
“LAST ISSUE OF 
|! | COURSE -LYSA 


'T WOULD 
APPEAR My 
PERIFATETI’ 

FARTNERS ARE IN 
NO GREAT NEED 
OFM 


SIS TANCE, 


y) 
Ss y THOUGH THIS 


T LEAST 
CONFIRMS My 


LEETING 
GUMPSE OF THE 
MOLE MAN 


WAS 
NO PELUBIONF: 


+2.CAN : 
HARPLY BE 
CONSIPEREP 


ae 


aeeeinged 


WITH SO MANY 
SUBJECTS, ONE 
FINPS ONESELF 
HARP PRESSED 

TO SELECT A 

STARTING POINT! 
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WHEN HANK ANP 
B I RECONNECTEDP 
IN THAT JUNGLE 
CHAMBER, HE 
WAS 


LAST ISSUE - 
LYSA 


> THAT SEEMEP 
WA “OE RUNNING. diay 
FROM THAT 
. GIANT BEETLE 
I WAS WORRIEP 
" THAT HE MIGHT 
BE STILL 
THINKING ABOUT 
KRAVEN. . * 


XENCOUNTERE? 
IN #17 -LYSA 


NOWHERE 
TO LAND, 


. SPLOT TO 
SSN FLY THE SHIP IN 


IROLES, 


‘S BEEN 
LIKE, WHAT? 
THIRTY 
YEARS? 


NEARLY, 
MY OLDER 
BOY WAS TEN 
WHEN I LEFT. 
NOW HE’S 
BURIED IN A RICE 
FAP. 
SOMEWHERE IN 
VIETNAM 


ANP HE’S 
BEEN THERE 
SINCE 


y/ 
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WH-WHO 
ARE YOU? 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON HERE. :7? 


VS ence We - 5 you 
Snead val 

ZAN TALK THATS eed Fale 

LESS CONSACUOUS ‘ed 


MIKEY-- 
MIKE, ,..NO. 
IT WASN‘T LIKE 
THAT. YOU HAVE 
TO UNDERSTANP. 


I WAS JUST WHEN HE +» SOMEHOW IL 
AN IGNORANT T CONFUSEP. 


HOUSEWIFE, NO 
REAL EDUCATION. 
NO GOAS, 


SAIP HE ANP HIS 
PEOPLE PUT L DIDN’T 
THEMSELVES INTO UNPERS TANP 
SUSPENPED WHAT 
ANIMATION AND “SUSPENDED 
ED ANIMATION” WAS. 


GO 


BUuUT--BLIT 
THAT WAS 


LI DION’T 
EVEN THIRTY YEARS 
AGO. 


COMPLETELY 
UNDERS TANP 


ANP TI TRIED, 
MIKE. THE FIRST 
TIME. BUT TEN 


. UNTIL, 
THIS TIME, SHE 
REALIZED 
MESSENGER 
WAS WRONG... 


TEACHING 
CIRCUITRY IN THE 
HIBERNATION 


CYLINCERS WITHOUT yOu 


ADDING YOUR 
TWO CENTS 


TOMMY WAS 
DEAD IN VIET- 
NAM. YOUR 
FATHER HAP HAP 
ME DECLARED 
LEGALLY PEAP. 


CONTINUED TO 
PRIP 
KNOWLEDGE 


. ANP SHE 
HELPED ME 
ESCAPE 
FROM HIS 
CLUTCHES. 


INTO MY 


WORTH. 


BAD ENOUGH 
TO FIND OUT MY 
OWN MOTHER |S 

A MWITEE.,.. 


NOW, HOLD 
ON JUST A 
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\\ ORRY, Lot BETTER |) 
\) tucy,’ FOR YOu... x 
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MAYBE I‘M 
NO SMARTER 
THAN THAT DUMB 
HOUSEWIFE WHO 
DION/T 
UNDERSTAND 


LOST MY OWN 

MOTHER, JUST 
ACOUPLE OF 
DAYS AGO. 


IOOL, TO EITHER OF MY 
THEN WITH THE ENTS. POOR 


PAR 
X-MEN... b. LITTLE RICH BOY, 
HUH? 


=] SOMETHING, 
Lucy, 


3 \ WHEN My “ } 
‘\ 2 FRIENPS NEED i 
% MY HELP! 
| THAT,,. / 
= THAT'S WHAT \/jt ff 


MUTANT 
POWER DOES, 
ANGEL, 
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> 
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SUGGESTION 
ff !T/S--WELL, ITS 
a 


ALOT MORE 

THAN JUST A 

Y \ SUGGESTION. 

aS 
ANP yYeT--You ‘SS TT The 
PIPN’T USE youR &§ 

POWER ON YOUR 
SON 


YEAH--WELL, © 
RONG.” TMGCONNABE 
Ww ‘ a 
EVEN AS HE 
c WAS REJECTING oN 
ME,,, IT HAD TO J 
LET'HIM THINK I 


6 
| BACK 
THERE. 


ee > 
SSS z, 


REST OF THE x- 
MEN / 


“CH-CHARLES..2” 


PLEASE,,. I 
ASKED NOT TO 
BE DISTURBED 

WHILE T 
CONTINUE MY 
SEARCH FOR MY 


I/M HERE, 
BILL. IT CAN’T 
TAKE MUCH 
TIME... 


NDP 
DOCTOR 
REEP 
RICHAKPS,.. 


...BUT IT IS VITAL 
THE PEOPLE OF 
THE WORLP KNOW 
OF THE DIRE 
PER: 


iL NOW 
CONFRONTING 
THEM! 


+ BUT I THINK .. MOMENTS \_...BUT NOW,,.. 
YOWRE GOING LL BE ' YES, I BELIEVE 
TO WANT TO GOING LIVE TO WE HAVE THAT 

SEE THIS... THE WHITE: 2 LINK TO HE 


ne HOUSE, WHER Th 
THE PRESIDENT  GBLILDING... 
WILL HAVE A 
STATEVENT... 


FARST YOU MUST KNOW THAT 
A FEW SHORT HOURS AGO MY 
PARTNERS ANP I CAME UNDER 
ATTACK FROM A MYSTERIOUS 

MAGNETIC WAVE. 


... THE 
UNPERSEA 
KINGDOM OF 
ATLANTIS! 


YEAH--WELL, © 
YAWOULDN’T 


LET ME GO 
POKE TH’ SuB- 
MARINER IN THE 
SNOOT 


E THAT TH 
MISSILE HIT 
HOME, CRYS!/ 
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"1OZ2-LYSA 4 
EVEN NOW 5 
EAN | WMGAN ANOTHER 
NAN 
HIP MISTER 
TIC 
iY 


WAR WITH 
ATLANTIS.2 FANTAS 
AWAY TO BEAT 
: ; K SUB 
Ax MARINER’S 
- FORCES BEFORE, 
BUT... 


. MAGNETIC 
’ FORCES, 
MA RICHARDS 
: SAID... 


IT IS FAR 
GREATER THAN 
THE ONE NAM OR 


| (<4 LAUNCHED 
4 A AGAINST AND I SENSE 
THE aa 7 HUMANITY “Wi RENO! 
Ae 2 Ly BEFORE, aN 
FLEET/ fT FLAGEMIP... 
>. 4 y Van 7 ~~ fs aT 
. { / : i 


My 
MAGNETIC 
ASSAULT 

GOAPEP THE 
FANTASTIC FOUR 
INTO PREMATURE 

Ac 


SS, 


THE PSYCHIC =*R 
SIGNATURE x 
WHIEH CONARMS 
MY WORST 


M> PLAN 
UNFOLDS IN 
PERFECT 
SEQUENCE 


IS IT 
INSANE TO THINK 
HUMANITY WOULD 

VEAL ANY LESS 


ARE,,, CLOSE 


AT HAND, SEVERELY WiTH 
ORONETA: ey UANTKIND, 
IVEN T. SE? 
PRINGE NAVOR'S SURRENDER HE CHANCE 
Ie E (é 


OWN IMPULSIVE 
NATURE WILL 
COMPLETE 

THE... 


REPORTS 
OF MY DEMISE 
WERE 


NOW, BEFORE 
MORE BLOOP |S 
SPILLED ON THE 

ALTAR OF your 
INSANE HATREPS, 


EH.? EXAGGERATED, 


MAGNETO. 


NO! 
IT CAWOT 
BE! YOU ARE 


al 1) / 

T suppose ‘i 

BRSEIOR | emma 
TO JOIN THIS THE CHANGELING 

BATTLE? 


IN ANY 
CASE--LIS TEN 
NOW AS THE 
KLAXONS 
SOUND THE 
TRUMPET CALL 


“THE FINAL 
HOUR OF 


TO 
VANLUAUNALU 
WAMUIIULUOUNE 
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ON SALE NEXT WEEK! 
— [AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #31 


The new era continues as Peter Parker 
embarks on a new career that takes him back 
to his roots — and forward into his future! By 
J. Michael Straczynski & John Romita, Jr.! 


E CABLE #93 


Nathan takes the fight directly to the Dark 
Sisterhood — but to win he'll have to be as 
ruthless as they are! By Robert Weinberg & 
Michael Ryan! 


E DEFENDERS #5 


Namor battles Attuma while Dr. Strange 
attempts to shatter the curse that binds the 
Defenders together! By Kurt Busiek & Erik Larsen! 


Sar ESSENTIAL FANTASTIC 
= FOUR Vol. 1 
Back in print: the first adventures of the team 


that started the Marvel Age of Comics! By Stan 
Lee & Jack Kirby! 


z IRON MAN #42 


Who is Hogan Potts and what is his connec- 
tion to Iron Man? Find out in the first chapter 
of “The Big Bang Theory!” By Frank Tieri & 
Keron Grant! 


E SPIDER-GIAL #34 


Guest-starring the Fantastic Five! By Tom 
DeFalco & Pat Olliffe! 


[BLACK PANTHER #32 


Unless T’Challa gives himself to Malice, 
she'll kill everyone he’s ever loved! By 
Christopher Priest & Sal Velluto! 


| =GENERATION X #75 


The fate of Jubilee and Co. is revealed! By 
Brain Wood & Steve Pugh! 


" PUNISHER: WELCOME 
: BACK, FRANK 
Collecting the Marvel Knights’ smash-hit 12- 


issue limited series in one volume! By Garth 
Ennis & Steve Dillon! 


[ SPIDER-MAN: TORMENT 


The lethal Lizard and a mystery villain hunt 
Spidey in the instant classic that’s now back in 
print! By Todd McFarlane! 


P___X-TREME X-MEN #1 


A new series! A new team of X-Men! Storm 
leads a hand-picked squad in a desperate 
search for the books that could determine our 
future! By Chris Claremont & Salvador 
Larroca! 


News From Inside The Looe i 
Go To www.marvel.com NEAREST. SHOP? | === 
CALLE. MIC BOOK — | = 


Dear X.M.T.H.Y. Crew, 

For someone who’s 
been an X-MEN fan 
since the original team 
was the only team, 
| must express my 
disappointment at this 
titles demise. | think 
HIDDEN YEARS is the 
most engaging X-title 
on the stands. | have always held a 
special place in my heart for the first 
X-MEN, and seeing what the missing 
years held for them has been a special 
treat for me. And paving my favorite 
writer and artist, John Byrne, at the 
helm was an added bonus. 

| hope that the powers that be at 
Marvel will at least have the good sense 
to put out some specials at least to 
continue to fill in the gaps in the 
X-men’s history. But whether they do 
or not, allow me to say bravo, John. 
Job well done, and thank you all for 
allowing me to revisit a wondrous time 


from my youth. 
Michael T. Connell 
Tallahassee, FL. 


We thank you for the praise, 
Michael. We'll be sure to let John 
know how you feel about his work. 
Although there are no current plans 
for specials pertaining to the missing 
years of the X-MEN, you can be sure 
there will be in the future. There are 
many stories left to be told about the 
Original team of X-MEN and we are 
sure, eventually, they will be told. 


Dear Marvel, 

HIDDEN YEARS #18 was a great 
issue! My knowledge if the original 
X-Men is not strong enough to know 
about all the links this series is 
completing but it doesn’t really matter 

as I’m enjoying it 

any The art 
is back to Byrne’s 

uality of a 

ecade ago. In 

fact, dealing with 
youngsters as it 
© Is, it reminds me 
ia lot of john 
| Byrne’s Next Men 
for Dark Horse. 
| know that 
1 HIDDEN YEARS 
@ is ending with 
m issue number 
mee twenty two, itis a 
Ny shame and | will 
| miss it but | sort 
| of understand the 
} reasoning behind 
my it. One last 


Bh ASSOCIATE 
B\. EDITOR 


notilites O) MMARVEL COMICS 
387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH « NEW YORK, NY 10016 


JE YOU DON'T WANT YOUR 
ADDRESS PRINTE! 
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH. 


request? Any chance of 
some annotations in #22 along the 
lines of the AVENGERS and X-MEN 
FOREVER series, explaining all of the 
links to the original series? 

Leigh Hunt 


Redhill, England. 


Glad you enjoyed HIDDEN YEARS 
#18, Leigh. Byrne’s art still kicks butt 
and I’m sure he’ll be happy to hear 
your praise. We can’t make any 
promises on the annotations, but, 
we’ll see what we can do. 


Dear Gang, 
| really daa oe XHY #16! | thought 
it was cool . The cover was great. It 
was neat to see the Yeti and Pixie from 
the LOST GENERATION series, but the 
show-stopper of XHY #16 had to be 
Kraven the Hunter. Man, was that 
awesome! It’s gonna be a hard 30 days 
to wait and see how this plot turns out! 
Brendan Walsh 
Chicago, IL. 


Well, Brendan, we hope you like 
the way the Kraven story line turned 
out. A lot of people wrote us and told 
us how awesome it was to have 
Kraven in the book. Unfortunately for 
Kraven, messing with one X-Man 
means messing with them all and in 
the end was there really any doubt 
who would come out on top? 


Hi guys, 
| enjoy it immensely when Marvel 

tries something new (such as 
ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN and X-MEN), 
but moves like canceling HIDDE 
YEARS, a great book, makes me 
wonder why | don’t pull my hair out. 
Please rethink your decision. There are 
a lot of us that enjoy this book, and 
don’t want to see it canceled arbitrarily. 
| personally think it is the best X-book 
out there. 

Dave Fairl 

Sabina, OH. 


Dave, just so you know canceling 
HIDDEN YEARS was not arbitrary. 
There are big changes going on at the 
House of Ideas. All of the books that 
have been canceled as well as the 
addition of the ULTIMATE line are just 
a small part of all the upcoming 
changes. So, Dave, before you pull 


E-MAIL: 


MAIL@ 
MARVEL.COM 


NAME AND 
‘D, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 


Y out your hair 
gy why don’t you 
= wait and see 
what we have in store 


‘A ‘for you and all the Marvelites 


around the globe! 


Dear Marvel, 

| have just learned that: issue #22 of 
X-MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS will be the 
last one. | just thought that | should let 
es know that | as well as many other 
-MEN and Marvel comic’s readers will 
be very disappointed if this is indeed 
the case. | have enjoyed the series so 
far and I’m sure many other readers 

have as well. Thanks for your time. 
lan King 
(address withheld by request) 


Issue #22 is indeed the last issue, 


lan. But we still have a few more 
issues to go. So, it ain’t over ‘til 
it’s over. 

Dear Marvel, 


| have been collecting mutant titles 
since X-MEN #159. That is a long time 
to have been collecting comics, let 
alone anything else. In total | read 
about 34 Marvel books a month. One 
of my favorite books is X-MEN: THE 
HIDDEN YEARS. 

After picking up the latest issue of 
Wizard, | discovered that the mutant 
family'was about to go through some 
creative changes yet again. In fact you 
plan on canceling XHY after issue #22. 

I’m writing to you in the hope that 
you get enough letters to change this 
decision. The XHY has three great 
things going for it. One, it’s the original 
X-Men. Two, it’s got the creative team 
of Byrne and Palmer at the helm and 
three, it’s one awesome book! 

| could go on for pages why | believe 
this book should not be canceled, but | 
won't. | just want to cast my vote to 
keep the HIDDEN YEARS alive. 

Chris Vangelisti 
(address withheld by request) 


You’ve been collecting X-MEN 
since issue #159, huh, Chris? That’s 
a pretty long time. So, you know that 
there has always been one constant in 
the X-Men’s lives and that is change. 
Characters, storylines and especially 
creative teams have changed many 
times over the years. Books have 
been added, while others have been 
canceled. We thank you as well as all 
the other fans for your votes to keep 
HIDDEN YEARS alive and hope that 
all or at least some of the new 
ae ris sti be able to satisfy your 


